[Expression of matrix metalloproteinase-2 in hypopharyngeal carcinoma and its clinical significance].
To study the relationship between matrix metalloproteinase-2(MMP-2) and the biological behavior, metastasis and prognosis of hypopharyngeal carcinoma. Two-step immunohistochemical method was used to examine the expression of MMP-2 mAb in 32 specimens of hypopharyngeal carcinoma tissues and adjacent normal mucosa. Statistical comparison was performed after grouping. It was found that the positivity rate for MMP-2 in the hypopharyngeal carcinoma tissues was 53.1%(17/32). Significant differences were noted when the expression levels of the mAb were compared between the normal mucosa adjacent to the carcinomas and the carcinomatous tissue, and between non-metastatic carcinomas and those with cervical lymph node metastasis. Patients with a positive result had obviously lower 3-year survival rate than those with negative results. MMP-2 may play a role in the lymph node metastasis of hypopharyngeal carcinoma, and is likely to be indicative of the patients' prognosis.